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Editor's Note As China's important annual political gatherings, the National People's Congress (NPC) and Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), known as the "Two Sessions," will con-

vene on March 5 and March 4 respectively. The Two Sessions are of enormous importance in the country's political calendar, during which development targets will be determined for the year and beyond. The up-

coming Two Sessions offer observers, especially foreign experts, a window into the idea and practice of whole-process people's democracy, its openness to embrace international talent, as well their own expecta-

tions on this year's meetings. On the eve of the Two Sessions opening, Science and Technology Daily had the opportunity to interview three foreign experts who shared their thoughts on China's Two Sessions. As

part of our commitment to providing diverse perspectives, each of them brought unique and valuable insights into China's development and its role in global growth. We hope that this series of unique viewpoints

will offer our readers a deeper understanding of China and the issues that matter to those who live and work in the country.

Having been committed to
strengthening exchanges and coopera-
tion between China and Azerbaijan
through language and culture teaching
in both countries for many years, Dr.
Agshin Aliyev, an Azerbaijani sinologist,
has gained an insightful perspective
on China's rapid development at all
levels.

He hails China as a country that
assumes greater responsibility for en-
hancing regional connectivity and em-
bracing a brighter future, especially
with the launch of Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) in 2013.

Azerbaijan is one of the first coun-
tries to join the BRI and is now an indis-
pensable link in the Initiative.

"China and Azerbaijan have a very
long history of cultural exchanges dat-
ing back to the establishment of the
Silk Road. Now the cooperation be-
tween the two countries has been deep-
ened since the BRI," said Aliyev, adding
that not only economic and trade coop-
eration, but also educational and cultur-
al exchanges between the two countries
are improved in leaps and bounds, and
tangible benefits have been brought to
their people.

Commenting on the upcoming Two
Sessions, Aliyev emphasised their impor-
tance not only for the Chinese people,
but also for the world. "The great rejuve-

nation of the Chinese nation is the ex-
pectation of ordinary people. The
Chinese government is made up of
experienced politicians and adminis-
trators who understand the feelings
of the people and work for the bene-
fit of the people," he said.

As China remains committed to its
reform and opening- up policy, more
fruitful results will be achieved in the fu-
ture. The whole world will gain useful
knowledge as China continues to share
its experience in lifting millions of peo-
ple out of poverty and mitigating cli-
mate change, said Aliyev.

Aliyev is a founder and head of
the Department of Azerbaijani Lan-
guage at Beijing Foreign Studies Uni-
versity (BFSU) and a visiting scholar
at the Chinese Culture Research Cen-
ter of the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences. He is also the founder and
director of the China Research Center
at Khazar University.

Gaining Useful Knowledge from China's Development
Professor Goh Hui Hwang has fol-

lowed China's Two Sessions for a num-
ber of years. As a Malaysian scientist liv-
ing and working in China, Goh is fully
aware of the significance of these meet-
ings and their impact on China's and
the world's future.

Goh explained that the Two Ses-
sions, which are held in March each
year, address significant concerns in var-
ious aspects of China, and the outcomes
receive extensive attention both domes-
tically and internationally. He believes
that the purpose of the Two Sessions is
to convey the suggestions and opinions

of the Chinese people to the govern-
ment, so that the party and government
can truly comprehend the desires and
ideas of the people and protect their tan-
gible interests.

As an educator currently working at
Guangxi University (GXU), Goh is partic-
ularly concerned about China's signifi-
cant steps in sci-tech innovation and tal-
ent cultivation. He hopes that the Two
Sessions will address the way to expand
funding for scientific research, which he
sees as a key issue for foreign experts in
China. He lauded the fact that China has
intensified its efforts to promote interna-

tional sci- tech collaborations and ex-
changes, and also established a variety of
programs to support the brightest minds
in an effort to become a global magnet
for talent and innovation.

"Science has no borders," said Goh,
adding that the Chinese government's ef-
forts in fostering a healthy atmosphere
for sci- tech innovation have attracted
many scholars to China, including him-
self, to serve the sci-tech community. As
a foreign expert, his perspectives show-
cased the importance of international ex-
changes and cooperation in addressing
common issues and challenges.

Goh said the Two Sessions not only
provide a platform for the government
to listen to its people's desires and
ideas, but also play a vital role in shap-
ing the country's policies and decisions.
He applauds the positive measures in
China's opening- up to the world, espe-
cially in talent exchanges. "This is a sig-
nificant issue closely related to foreign
experts," he said.

Global Significance of Two Sessions

Italian scholar Rocco Lacorte de-
scribed his impression of China as "Dem-
ocratic, promising and socialist." He cur-

rently serves as an associate professor at
Nankai University (NKU).

Based on his observation，Lacorte
considered China's whole- process peo-
ple's democracy covers all sectors of soci-
ety through electoral democracy, consul-
tative democracy, and community- level
democracy. He said that this whole- pro-
cess people's democracy embodies the
Communist Party of China's innovation
in advancing China's democratic theo-
ries, systems and practices and guaran-
tees the "principal positionof thepeople."

According to Lacorte, the NPC is dif-
ferent from the legislative systems in
many Western countries. It is designed to
provide "an institutional guarantee" for
the people to wield power that they have
gained after the revolution and devel-
oped through the years, creating a stable
and vital balance system of political deci-
sion- making. As the Two Sessions ap-
proach, Lacorte expects that the focus
will be on addressing key issues related
to social and economic development, as
well as environmental problems. He

said that China is already ahead of the
West in terms of green policies.

On China's policies in promoting in-
ternational cooperation, Lacorte ap-
plauded China's contribution to com-
mon development via global initiatives
such as Belt and Road Initiative. "It is es-
sential to recognize that true develop-
ment and security cannot be achieved
by a single country alone, but require
joint efforts of many countries," he said,
adding that, "Development and security
are only true if they are true for all."
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