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Although international travel may
not recover immediately to pre-pandem-
ic levels, companies, industries and
countries that rely on Chinese tourists
will get a boost in 2023, according to the
U.S. Cable News Network's report.

China was the world's most impor-
tant source of international travelers.

Based on a report published by Indi-
an daily Business Standard, China was
the leading global spender in interna-
tional travel until the end of 2019, with
155 million tourists spending more than
a quarter of a trillion dollars overseas in
2019.

Data from Trip.com Group, a Chinese
travel- booking company, suggested that
outbound flight bookings have soared by
more than 500 percent during the upcom-
ing Spring Festival holiday (January 21-27),
with average spending per booking up by
32percent.

Steve Saxon, who leads McKinsey's
travel practice in Asia, predicted that the
recovery of China's outbound interna-
tional travel and spending may reach
half of its pre- pandemic level by the
summer of 2023.

It is apparent that Chinese citizens
outbound trips will boost the develop-
ment of global tourism and stimulate
economic recovery, as well as promote
people-to-people exchanges.

But regrettably, a handful of coun-
tries including the U.S., Japan and South
Korea have insisted on taking discrimi-
natory entry restriction measures and vi-

sa controls targeting Chinese citizens.
Besides limiting flights and requir-

ing PCR tests for Chinese visitors, South
Korea stopped issuing short-term tourist
visas for arrivals coming from China on
January 2, saying the country's decision
was based on scientific evidence.

Are these precautionary travel mea-
sures really rooted in science and non-
discriminatory?

According to the Health Minister of
Singapore, imported cases from China
accounted for less than five percent of
Singapore's total imported infections in
the four weeks running up to January 1,
which was far lower than the propor-
tions of imported infections from other

countries and regions.
WHO's Regional Director for Europe

Dr. Hans Henri P. Kluge, also noted that
China has been sharing virus sequencing
information with the international com-
munity, and the variants circulating in
China are those that have already been
seen in Europe and elsewhere.

According to Klugea, the new
XBB.1.5 recombinant virus has already
been spreading rapidly across the U.S.,
and a threat could come from a new
variant of concern, anywhere, anytime.

In contrast, more countries are un-
willing to follow South Korea's lead.
Some of them have expressed their
warm welcome to China's policy of opti-

mized measures on cross-border travel.
On December 28, 2022, Germany

said it saw no need to impose new travel
restrictions, while Austria stressed the
economic benefits of the prospects of
seeing a return of Chinese tourists to Eu-
rope, according to Al Jazeera, an Arabic-
language international radio and TV
broadcaster.

The return of international tourists
benefits employment and promotes the
economy, said New Zealand tourism min-
ister Stuart Nash, adding that tourism
has directly employed more than 140,000
people in the year to March 2022.

According to financial service lead-
er JPMorgan Chase, the return of inter-
national students from China will add
about 0.4 percentage points to its GDP.

"This is one of the opportunities
that we can accelerate [use to] economic
recovery," said Thai Public Health Minis-
ter Anutin Charnvirakul, who welcomed
Chinese tourists with flowers and gifts
as they arrived at Suvarnabhumi Interna-
tional Airport in Samut Prakarn prov-
ince, on January 9.

It is obvious that Chinese tourists
have many options when it comes to
outbound travel destinations.

COVID response measures should
be fact-based, science-based and appro-
priate, but not discriminatory, especially,
hindering normal cross- border travel
and people-to-people exchanges and co-
operation. Countries that turn away
Chinese tourists on the pretext of pan-
demic prevention and control should
rethink their actions.
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Thailand is expected to welcome at least 300,000 Chinese tourists in the first quarter
of 2023. Tourists visit at Wat Chedi Luang Temple. (PHOTO: VCG)
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No other year has started with as
many challenges as 2023 and no other
world leader's new year speech was
heard more widely than that of Chinese
President Xi Jinping who said that
"Changes unseen in a century are un-
folding at a faster pace, and the world is
not yet a tranquil place. We cherish
peace and development and value
friends and partners as we have always
done. We stand firmly on the right side
of history and on the side of human civi-
lization and progress."

The theme of the G20 meeting in
Bali was also "Recover Together, Recover
Stronger," which calls for coordinated ac-
tions to achieve an agenda for a strong,
inclusive and resilient global recovery,
by addressing and mitigating the risks.

The challenges that China and the
rest of the world confront are wide-rang-
ing from politics to demography and
from economy to healthcare. All this re-
quires pragmatic planning and new blue-
prints to reshape the economy.

As China sets its path towards a ful-
ly modern nation by about 2049, it also
sets targets of "stable growth, stable em-
ployment by boosting domestic demand
and promoting efforts to revive the econ-
omy. While IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva has predicted 2023
to be "tougher than the year we leave be-
hind", it is still hoped that after the op-
timization of its COVID- 19 strategy,
China's economic momentum is expect-
ed to grow in 2023.

Its partners in the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) are also seeking a stable
rise in Chinese outbound investments
and firm commitments soon after the
global economic rebound. Especially
countries like Pakistan which is combat-
ing the devastation of climate change
with shifting weather patterns and a re-
sulting surge in poverty and unemploy-
ment.

As BRI celebrates its 10th year, in
Pakistan, we move into the 10th year of
China- Pak Economic corridor develop-
ment where several infrastructural, in-
dustrial, educational, cultural, and ener-

gy projects were completed and bridged
the gap towards a regionally integrated
trading system. Pakistan is seeing the
benefit of the cooperation under BRI
with increased inflows of Chinese FDI in
the past 10 years.

Still, the requirement for a contin-
ued path of development exists for
which China has to take the leadership
role. The growing China's strengths
will help BRI partner countries to eradi-
cate extreme poverty and accelerate
technological development and high-
quality growth.

Going forward, partner countries
need to explore new avenues to address
challenges and sign bilateral and multi-
lateral trade agreements for larger glob-
al and regional cooperation in fields like
agriculture, healthcare, manufacturing,
infrastructure, and e- commerce. The
next BRI leaders' meetup may also focus
on building climate change resilience
and capacity among partner countries
that cannot afford it and help address
the biodiversity and global warming
risks.

On the political front, most ana-
lysts predict that though the U.S. will
continue to provoke China on Taiwan,
the two may make efforts to bring bilat-
eral ties back on track benefiting from
the opportunities like the APEC 2023
meeting and the G20 Summit to be held
in India later this year, where the world
is expecting China to play an even more
important leadership role amid these
multiple headwinds.

Despite all the low- hanging op-
portunities for peaceful coexistence,
the U.S.- China rivalry has become a
major concern. But for Chinese lead-
ers, there is a wider consensus that
the continuation and strengthening of
the policy of non-interference and the
defense of national sovereignty will re-
main a top priority. This would be
achieved through continued economic
growth and through regional and glob-
al trade linkages and financial integra-
tion through a truly sustainable global
post-COVID economy.

While making predictions and
building expectations, with COVID un-

certainties, geo-political risks, and surg-
ing inflation, are high-risk undertakings,
it is still certain that moving ahead we
need to review some of the game's rules
which have managed globalization in
the last few decades, especially in the
fields of trade and investment, in order
to create a level playing field through
policy approaches away from conven-
tional wisdom.

In this changing global scenario, a
more inclusive model of globalization
has to be developed. The process will be
challenging and incremental, and this
daunting task needs us to chart a clear
and innovative path for regional and
global economic success, as said by the
late UN secretary- general Mr. Kofi An-
nan: "Arguing against globalization is
like arguing against the laws of gravity."

Dr. Hassan Daud Butt is a Projects
Management specialist and a faculty
member and research fellow at various
institutes/universities. He has been the
Project Director of the China- Pak eco-
nomic corridor in BRI.
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Qingdao Port of Shandong province has opened three routes under the Belt and Road Initiative and RCEP since 2021. The photo
shows one of the container terminal in Qingdao Port. (PHOTO: VCG)

Hi! Tech

Considered one of the world's larg-
est regional free trade agreements, the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP) has attracted much atten-
tion since it took effect a year ago.

According to the World Bank, RCEP
covers 2.3 billion people or 30 percent of
the world's population, and contributes
about 25.8 trillion USD to global GDP
per annum.

Bridging gaps to extend beyond
economic cooperation

According to the East Asia Forum,
RCEP benefits extend beyond economic
cooperation. The agreement epitomizes
how its 15 participating countries with
stark political, economic and social dif-
ferences have managed to work together
during seven years of negotiations be-
fore RCEP was set up.

Iman Pambagyo, the former chair-
man of the RCEP Trade Negotiation Com-
mittee, said that in a time of great uncer-
tainty, the RCEP Agreement provides an
opportunity to contain potential con-
flicts and focus instead on common
goals to elevate the economic, political
and social welfare of RCEP's citizens.

Former Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter Marty Natalegawa used a new term,
"dynamic equilibrium," to describe the
agreement, which allows flexibility with-
out compromising commitments and
provides room for cooperation to narrow
gaps that remain as the agreement was
implemented. The effects of RCEP are
impressive as it incentivizes supply
chains across the region.

RCEP and BRI both benefit rapid re-
gional growth

The RCEP and the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) are contributors to re-
gional and global economic recovery ef-
forts, academics speaking in the 17th an-
nual international conference of the In-
stitute of China Studies at the Royal
Academy of Cambodia.

The remarks were made by senior

economist Ky Sereyvath, director-general
of the Institute. "The RCEP regional trade
deal has helped create new business and
employment opportunities, strengthen
supply chains in the region, and promote
the participation of micro, small and me-
dium enterprises in the regional value
chains and production hubs," he said.

Joseph Matthews, a senior professor
at the BELTEI International University in
Phnom Penh, said the BRI has played a
crucial role in helping countries cushion
the economic fallout. "The BRI will be-
come the new engine of global economic
growth," he said, adding that, "It will
continue to boost regional and global co-
operation in terms of hard and soft infra-
structures, economy, trade, investment
opportunities, cultural exchange, and
people-to-people connectivity."

Foreseeable future of RCEP
According to S&P Global Market In-

telligence, from a global trade perspec-
tive, the importance of the RCEP will
grow. RCEP's share of global exports is
forecast at 34 percent in 2040, three times
the Canada- United States Free Trade
Agreement (CUSFTA) and twice the Com-
prehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

To better illustrate the importance
of the RCEP agreement, a gravity model
was used to analyze the development of
trade. The conducted research proves
that the country size and distance mat-
ter. Countries with higher GDP or with a
larger population usually have more
trade, and in addition, trade intensity is
also related to the geographical distance,
because the further exports of goods are,
the higher the transport costs and the
larger the carbon footprint left behind.

The integration of supply chains
within the region will be favored due to
the fact that the system connects econo-
mies at very different levels of develop-
ment, which will result in the transfer of
labor-intensive production to less devel-
oped countries in Southeast Asia. At the
same time, production and services re-
lated to advanced technologies will be
concentrated in Japan, South Korea and
China, thus boosting comprehensive de-
velopment in a sound way.
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Developed by researchers from
Lanzhou University, muon imaging tech-
nology has recently been applied in cul-
tural relics of the Xi'an Circumvallation
recently.

Built between 1370 and 1378 in Ming
Dynasty, the Xi'an Circumvallation is one
of the oldest, largest and best preserved
Chinese city walls. After hundreds of
years, the wall has partially collapsed
and subsided, posing great challenges to
archaeological examination techniques.

Conventional techniques some-
times could destroy the structure of the
target object, which hampers conditions
for internal detection of cultural relics
and historic sites.

As an elementary particle similar

to the electron, the muon has extreme-
ly strong penetrating abilities, and can
realize non-contact and non-destructive
imaging of large targets, which is quite
advantageous compared with conven-
tional artificial ray devices, according to
the researchers.

Based on muon imaging technolo-
gy, the team developed a set of high-pre-
cision device, which can accurately and
safely conduct internal detection and
restoration of large- scale cultural relics
and historical sites.

In the examination of the Xi'an
Ming Circumvallation, the position,
shape and size of the anomalies inside
the wall have been clearly presented
with the help of the device.

This technology also has broad ap-
plication prospects in glacier scientific
research, landslide monitoring and
searching for smuggled nuclear materi-
als at customs borders control.
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Internal image of the Xi'an Circumvallation captured by the muon imaging detector.
(PHOTO: JOURNAL OF APPLIED PHYSICS)


